
In the following slides, I’ve color coded the LCSH terms as follows:

red: genre/form
blue: creator/contributor characteristics
green: audience characteristics
brown: time period of creation
gray: subject
purple: medium of performance
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ǂv Bibliography ǂv Early  
Use as a form subdivision under subjects for bibliographies compiled or issued 

before 1800.

In the slide, I’ve color coded the LCSH terms as follows:

red: genre/form
blue: creator/contributor characteristics
green: audience characteristics
brown: time period of creation
gray: subject
purple: medium of performance

2



In the slide, I’ve color coded the LCSH terms as follows:

red: genre/form
blue: creator/contributor characteristics
green: audience characteristics
brown: time period of creation
gray: subject
purple: medium of performance

3



4



We will look in more detail at the first two of these on the slide.  Ann will talk about 
the 382 field.
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Field Definition and Scope

A category of persons for which a resource is intended or a category of persons 
representing the intellectual level for which the content of a resource is considered 
appropriate.

If a demographic group is not specified then multiple audience characteristics from 
the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same field in 
separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the characteristics in the field must all come from the same group. 
Terms from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the 
field.
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Field Definition and Scope

A group category to which the creator(s) of a work or compilation of works, or the 
contributor(s) to an expression or compilation of expressions, belongs.

If a demographic group is not specified then multiple creator/contributor group 
categories from the same source vocabulary or code list may be recorded in the same 
field in separate occurrences of subfield $a and subfield $b. If a demographic group is 
specified then the categories in the field must all come from the same group. Terms 
from different source vocabularies are recorded in separate occurrences of the field.
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These are the terms and codes that currently may be used in subfields $m and $n of 
fields 385 and 386.  

The SAC Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation initially identified the 
categories of demographic groups shown in the slide, along with several others that 
LC has not yet added to the list: Disability group (e.g., Amputees; Deaf); Sexual 
orientation group (e.g., Bisexuals; Gays; Heterosexuals; Lesbians); Social group (e.g., 
Gang members; Homeless students; Immigrants; Low-income parents)

9



10



11



12



13



Screen shot of Subject Heading and Term Source Codes.  It’s a very long list, and only 
the first four codes in the list are shown at the bottom of the slide.
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The primary source for access to the approved terms will be Classification Web, and 
the terms will also be made freely available on LC’s web site.  Hopefully, with enough 
interest, people will convince OCLC to make the terms available through Connexion, 
so you can search the authorities there.
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The LCDGT authority records will have an LCCN with a prefix that begins with dg.  040 
$e will specify the particular type of authority record.  The 072 will have one or more 
codes for the demographic group categories that the authorized term belongs too.   
Although these records will have tags 150, 450, and 550, the terms will not be used 
as topical subject headings in field 650.  They will only be used in fields 385 and 386.

Slide modified from a presentation by Janis L. Young, “Library of Congress Update to 
the Authority Control Interest Group: 2014 ALA Midwinter Meeting”
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Eventually, we won’t need the 650s in this record, since the 650 will be used exclusively to describe 
what a resource is ABOUT.  But for now, it’s ok to continue to assign LCSH headings in 650 and then 
LCGFT terms in 655 in combination with the audience term in 385.  The 385 is not yet required, but it’s 
not a bad idea to start practicing including it, so you’ll already be comfortable with it when LC and PCC 
and other libraries begin using it as a matter of course.  You’ll also want to determine how your ILS and 
discovery systems will work with the new 3XX fields, and develop indexes or facets to allow users to 
search the data contained in them.  

Reminder: eventually, we will use a controlled vocabulary specifically developed for use in the 385 and 
386 fields: LCDGT.  The examples in the rest of this presentation use terms from existing vocabularies 
that you can use right now.

It is likely that LC will not use subfield $m or $n in its records.  The LCDGT authority records will contain 
an 072 field with the demographic group codes that a particular term fits under.

LCGFT does include some terms that include audience, but they may eventually get cancelled.  
Examples: Cartographic materials for people with visual disabilities; Children’s atlases; Children’s 
audiobooks; Children’s films; Video recordings for people with visual disabilities; Video recordings for 
the hearing impaired

Note: The examples in this section of slides use LCGFT general, literature, or music terms in field 655.  
We will be talking more about each of those later on today.  For now, the focus is the 385 and 386.
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The slide illustrates different controlled vocabulary terms.  The first 385 is from MeSH
(Medical Subject Headings), the second has two terms from LCSH.  You may stick with 
one vocabulary, or use multiple vocabularies.  Different libraries may prefer different 
vocabularies.  This is not a problem, as the field is repeatable and you can add 
additional fields with different terminology to OCLC master records.
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In this case, two different terms are shown from LCSH and the Thesaurus of ERIC 
Descriptors, an education controlled vocabulary.

The slide also shows the use of $m instead of $n.  Either is permissible.  Be sure to 
use the group terms or codes exactly as found in the Library of Congress 
Demographic Group Term and Code List.
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The third 650 will probably not be necessary in the future, but for now you should 
continue to assign subjects as you have been, while adding LCGFT terms in 655 and 
audience and creator characteristics in 385 and 386.
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This slide shows that you may use the 385 and 386 fields for individual works as well 
as for compilations.
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Eventually, we won’t need the 650s in this record, since the 650 will be used 
exclusively to describe what a resource is ABOUT.  But for now, it’s ok to continue to 
assign LCSH headings in 650 and then LCGFT terms in 655 in combination with the 
audience term in 386.
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Eventually, we won’t need the 650s in this record, since the 650 will be used 
exclusively to describe what a resource is ABOUT.  But for now, it’s ok to continue to 
assign LCSH headings in 650 and then LCGFT terms in 655 in combination with the 
audience term in 386.

25



This slide illustrates again that terms used in 385 and 386 can be taken from other 
controlled vocabularies besides LCSH, in this case Canadian Subject Headings.  Library 
and Archives Canada has established many headings for Canadian ethnic groups 
comparable to one for American groups found in LCSH.  Since LCSH does not include 
these kinds of compound terms (Asian Canadians, Chinese Canadians, Italian 
Canadians, Russian Canadians, etc.) but CaSH does, you can take terms found there 
and use them.  Eventually, we expect that LCDGT will have terms like these for non-
American ethnic groups.
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Screenshot from Canadian Subject Headings showing some of the many narrower
terms established under Canadians

URL for Canadian Subject Headings search: http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/csh-
bin/search/
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LCSH does not include demonyms (names for people from a particular place) for U.S. 
states, Canadian provinces, and other first-order political divisions of other countries, 
but it is likely that LCDGT will.  Currently we use a geographic subdivision with a 
form/genre heading in LCSH to express the geographic origin of works.  Since the 
geographic aspect is not part of LCGFT, it needs to be brought out in another way.  
One way is through a demographic group term that could be used in field 386.  
Another way is to record the place in another appropriate field.  Possible fields 
include 257 (for place of production of a work);  370 (associated place) subfields $c, 
$f, or $g (however, this field is not yet implemented in OCLC bibliographic records); 
and 751 (added entry—geographic name).  National practices and PCC policy has not 
yet been determined for this, so stay tuned.
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Audience: ?

Creator characteristics: nationality: British/English; gender: Women; occupation:
Novelist
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Audience: Children

Creator/contributor characteristics: nationality: French; gender: Men; occupation: 
Aviators/Air pilots; social class: Nobles (he was a count)/Aristocrats
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Audience: ?

Creator characteristics: ethnicity: African Americans; nationality: Americans; gender:
Women; sexual orientation: Lesbians
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Audience: ?  None probably needed, but could be Ecologists, Biologists, Ecology 
students

Creator characteristics: occupation: Ecologists, Biologists, and/or Scientists.  The 
authors of the papers are from around the world, so no nationality is required.  Most, 
but not all are by men, so probably no gender would be recorded.
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Audience: ?  None probably needed, but could be Ecologists, Biologists, Ecology 
students

Creator characteristics: occupation: Ecologists, Biologists, and/or Scientists.  The 
authors of the papers are from around the world, so no nationality is required.  Most, 
but not all are by men, so probably no gender would be recorded.

34



Audience: ?     [at the OLA genre/form preconference, one attendee suggested: 
parents of children of Oregon ;-)]

Creator characteristics: age: children; nationality/regional group: Oregonians, 
Americans
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These are some policies being worked out by the ALCTS SAC Subcommittee on 
Genre/Form Implementation and LC PSD.
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These are some policies being worked out by the ALCTS SAC Subcommittee on 
Genre/Form Implementation and LC PSD.
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Genre/Form Implementation and LC PSD.
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Note: at the time these slides were prepared in early March 2015, these literature 
genre/form terms were not yet approved.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.
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The slide shows a genre/form authority record keyword search in OCLC Connexion on 
the word “puzzles.”
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Results of the genre/form authority keyword search on “puzzles”
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LCGFT authority record in OCLC
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LC has posted a hierarchical arrangement of the general terms.  Note that the current 
version online, dated December 3, 2014, does not reflect any changes that LC may 
have made to the records during the editorial process.
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Here’s a very simple case where the LCGFT term is identical to the LCSH form
subdivision.  It won’t always be this simple, however!
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Another example where the LCGFT term does not correspond exactly to the LCSH 
form subdivision.  Catalogers must search the LCGFT genre/form authority records 
and use the headings found there.   Don’t just copy LCSH form subdivisions into the 
655 field.
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In some cases, a single term has been chosen in LCGFT to represent a number of 
different terms in LCSH.  
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The differences in meaning of the terms “Adages”, “Aphorisms”, “Maxims”, 
“Proverbs”, etc. are so small and hard to discern, and often overlap.  A single general 
term, “Sayings” was chosen for LCGFT.

60



Note: I have not shown all of the subjects that were assigned to this work, just the 
ones that have corresponding LCGFT terms.
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The form subdivision $v Periodicals is used in a much broader sense than the actual 
definition of the term.  Although one might assign the LCGFT term Periodicals, 
probably the broader term Serial publications is more appropriate for this publication.

From the Subject Headings Manual H 1927: “In subject cataloging practice the term 
periodical is defined as a publication other than a newspaper that is actually or 
purportedly issued according to a regular schedule (monthly, quarterly, biennially, 
etc.) in successive parts, each of which bears a numerical or chronological 
designation, and that is intended to be continued indefinitely. This definition is 
broader than the traditional definition, which states that a periodical is generally 
published more frequently than annually and normally contains separate 
articles. The term serial is frequently used in a broader sense to refer to any title 
cataloged as a serial, including periodicals, newspapers, monographic series, etc. The 
subdivision –Periodicals is used under headings assigned to serials that conform to 
the subject cataloging definition of periodicals.”

63



Note: I have not shown all of the subjects that were assigned to this work, just the 
first two.
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Another situation in which the LCGFT term assigned does not correspond to the form 
subdivision used in the subject headings.  Annual reports is the specific term 
appropriate to this work, so it is assigned. from LCGFT rather than Periodicals.
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Another example where a more specific LCGFT term is assigned in 655 than the form 
subdivision used in the subject headings.  Since this work is an autobiography, 
Autobiographies is the correct term to assign to this work.
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There are a few exceptions to the basic principle that LCGFT does not include
audience aspects, creator/contributor characteristics, language, or time period of 
creation.  Some examples of existing LCGFT terms are: Children’s films; Children’s 
atlases; Law for laypersons; Video recordings for the hearing impaired; 
Cartographic materials for people with visual disabilities; Early maps; Town laws, 
Medieval.  It is expected that once fields 385 (audience characteristics), 386 
(creator/contributor characteristics), and 388 (time period of creation) are fully 
implemented, many of these LCGFT terms will be cancelled.
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First book:  Personal correspondence

Second book:  Plot summaries, and perhaps also Biographies if there is enough 
biographical content to be worth bringing that out
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Picture dictionaries
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First book: Conference papers and proceedings

Second book: Adaptations

75



Travel writing
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Interviews
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Reasons for rejection include LC’s assertion that the term:
• doesn’t represent a genre (Chick lit; Speculative fiction)
• is a hybrid term (Fairy plays – use instead Fairy tales and Drama; Paranormal 

romance fiction – use instead Paranormal fiction and Romance fiction)
• is subject focused and therefore not a genre (Complaint poetry; Ecofiction;, Sea 

stories)
• is subjective and would require a value judgment (Feminist fiction; Patriotic 

poetry)
• represents a style and LC isn’t yet sure whether style is eligible for LCGFT (Dadaist 

poetry)
• is not work/expression attribute (Webcomics refers to a manifestation level 

characteristics)
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The terms on the left are approved music terms, while the terms on the right were 
rejected.  The first two sets of terms both represent “hybrid” genres.  The second set 
have a subject-aspect that LC didn’t allow in the LCGFT terms.
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All LCGFT terms are in the plural form, unlike some LCSH headings.

Workload issues has prevented LC PSD from approving the literature terms as 
expected in March 2015.  They are expected later in spring 2015.
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Yue fu: This heading is used as a genre/form heading for Chinese poems derived from 
folk songs.
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Picture sources:

http://improbabilitydrive.deviantart.com/art/The-Tell-Tale-Heart-359554129

http://download-audiobooks.net/audiobooks/9263-edgar-allan-poes-the-tell-tale-
heart-and-other-stories.html

https://vaultofevil.wordpress.com/2007/09/01/page/2/
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The 370 field was recently added to the MARC bibliographic format with three 
subfields:

$c - Associated country (R) 
$f - Other associated place (R) 
$g - Place of origin of work (R)

It is expected that the new LCDGT vocabulary will include terms for persons from a 
particular state, province, and region, as well as nationality.  In the interim, you could 
give an uncontrolled term if there is no controlled vocabulary that includes 
demonyms for these places.
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So far the examples all were of compilations. However, the same practices can be 
applied to individual works and expressions.
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American literature $x Chinese American authors:
386 $n nat $a Americans
386 $n eth $a Chinese Americans
655 Literature or more specific terms such as Essays, Poetry, Short stories, etc., if the 

collection consists of just a few specific forms

Children of Holocaust survivors, Writings of
386 Children of Holocaust survivors
655 Literature or more specific terms such as Essays, Poetry, Short stories, etc., if the 

collection consists of just a few specific forms

Young adult fiction, American $z Oregon $z Portland
385 $n age $a Teenagers
386 $n nat $a Americans $a Oregonians   perhaps Portlanders? (but does that mean 

people from Maine or Oregon?)
also eventually 370 $g Portland (Or.)

655 Short stories or perhaps Fiction

Canadian poetry $x Jewish authors $v Periodicals.  
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Canadian poetry $x Women authors $v Periodicals.
386 $n nat $a Canadians
386 $n eth $a Jews
386 $n rel $a Jews
386 $n gdr $a Women
655 Poetry
655 Periodicals  or Serial publications

Children’s stories, American.  
American fiction $x Catholic authors.  
High school students’ writings, American.  
Teenagers' writings, American.

385 $n age $a Children 
386 $n nat $a Americans
386 $n age $a Teenagers
386 $n rel $a Catholics
386 $n edu $a High school students
655 Short stories
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ISO 8601 specifies that dates are recorded as  yyyy, yyyymmdd, or yyyy-mm when 
only the month and year are known.  Most of the time, this will be sufficient.  The 
default in MARC is ISO 8601, so if you are following this scheme, you don’t need to 
use subfield $2.

96



Date and Time Scheme Source Codes
http://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/date-time.html

If the ISO 8601 format is used, it’s not necessary to include 046 $2
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DCM Z1 046: When supplying dates in field 046, use ISO 8601 and supply dates using 
the pattern yyyy, yyyymmdd or yyyy-mm. For probable, uncertain, and approximated 
dates use the Extended Date Time Format (EDTF) schema, specifying that source in 
subfield $2 (edtf). See date table in LCPS 9.3.1.3. 
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Oliver Twist was originally published in serial installments between February 1837 
and April 1839.
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In the first example, both the date of creation of the aggregate work and the dates of 
creation of individual works in the aggregation are coded in 046.  In most cases, only 
the dates of the works in the compilation will be of interest.  The second example 
shows that only $o and $p have been recorded for a compilation.

The best American poetry is an annual anthology of poems from the previous 
calendar year.  In this case, the $2 code “marc” identifies dates formatted according 
to MARC 21 rules in field 008/07-14 for dates of publication/issuance. Examples 
include: YYYY (for year), MMDD (for month and day), 19uu (MARC convention 
showing unknown digits in a year date), 9999 (MARC convention showing that the 
end year date has not occurred or is not known).   Without the $2 code “marc”, 9999 
in $p would literally mean the year nine thousand nine hundred ninety-nine.
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388 Field Definition: The time period of creation or origin of the work or expression 
(including aggregate works), or of the works or expressions contained in an 
aggregation. 

First indicator value 1: The time period of creation or origin of the work/expression, 
or of the components of an aggregate work/expression considered collectively. 
First indicator value 2: The time period of creation or origin of an aggregate 
work/expression.
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In the first example, if the creation date of the compilation is important, a 388 could 
be given for it as well, using first indicator value 2:

388 2_ 2013 $2 fast
388 2_ Two thousand tens $2 lcsh [actually, this decade isn’t yet established in LCSH]
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The authors included in the anthology are all from the 14th and 15th centuries, so 
the 046 has been coded with a range of 1300-1500.  If the exact dates of each of the 
five works in the collection were known, a more precise range could be given in the 
046.

The tradition of love debate poetry : an introduction -- Le jugement dou roy de 
Behaingne (The judgment of the King of Bohemia) ; Le jugement dou roy de Navarre 
(The judgment of the King of Navarre) / Guillaume de Machaut -- The legend of good 
women / Geoffrey Chaucer -- Le debat de deux amans (The debate of two lovers) / 
Christine de Pizan -- Le livre des quatre dames (The book of the four ladies) / Alain 
Chartier.

Birth/death dates:
Guillaume de Machaut: 1300?-1377
Geoffrey Chaucer: ca. 1342-1400
Christine de Pizan: ca. 1364-1430
Alain Chartier: ca. 1385-ca. 1433
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Second large bullet: When time period of creation is part of the LCSH string that we 
will eventually stop using?  When it’s part of the title?  Other circumstances?  At 
University of Washington, media catalogers are now routinely adding the date of 
creation to video records for films and television programs.
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